RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ON THE AVAILABILITY OF OPIATE OVERDOSE REVERSAL MEDICATIONS
WHEREAS, unintentional overdose deaths from illicit opiates such as heroin and prescription
opioids such as oxycodone have more than tripled in the past fifteen years1; and
WHEREAS, naloxone hydrochloride (naloxone or Narcan) is currently the treatment of choice to
reverse potentially fatal respiratory suppression caused by opiate and opioid overdose2; and
WHEREAS, naloxone is non-addictive, non-intoxicating, and poses a minimal risk of serious
medical side effects3; and
WHEREAS, naloxone may be administered intranasally in a safe, rapid and effective manner by
non-medically trained laypersons4; and
WHEREAS, studies in the U.S. and Scotland have determined that distributing naloxone to atrisk persons, their friends and loved ones, and other potential bystanders significantly reduced
opiate overdose deaths among released prisoners and other individuals5; and
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WHEREAS, more than 10,000 potentially fatal opiate overdoses have been reversed by
naloxone which was administered by non-medically trained laypersons6; and
WHEREAS, the Bureau of Justice Assistance provides a clearinghouse of information and
resources to help state, local and tribal law enforcement agencies administer naloxone7; and
WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO) supports the administration of naloxone
during overdose emergencies by non-medically trained persons, including at-risk patients, their
families and other first responders8; and
WHEREAS, several countries permit members of the general public to lawfully administer
naloxone for the purpose of saving a life9:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
1. NADCP supports efforts to train Drug Court personnel, probation officers, law
enforcement and other persons who are likely to be first responders to opiate or
opioid overdoses on the safe and effective administration of naloxone and other
overdose-reversal medications.
2. Consistent with local laws and policies, NADCP supports efforts to make naloxone
and other overdose-reversal medications available to individuals who are likely to
be first responders to opiate and opioid overdoses.
Approved by the External Policy Committee: 7/25/2015.
Approved by the NADCP Board of Directors: 7/26/2015.
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